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For: SURGICAL CLIP APPLIER WITH HIGH TORQUE JAWS 

Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Pursuant to Applicant(s) duty of disclosure, the information listed in 
the attached form PTO-1449 is brought to the attention of the Examiner. Copies 
of the cited U.S. patents and published U.S. patent applications are not provided 
pursuant to the waiver of this requirement under 37 C.F.R. §1 .98 for national 
applications filed after June 30, 2003. Foreign patent documents and other prior 
art is enclosed. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.8(a) 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first class mail, postpaid in an envelope, addressed to the: Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Dated: October 27, 2004 

Francesco Sardone 





The citation of the listed items is not a representation that they 
constitute a complete or exhaustive listing of the relevant art or that the 
references are prior art. The items listed are submitted in good faith, but are not 
intended to substitute for the Examiner's search. It is hoped, however, that in 
addition to apprising the Examiner of these particular items, they will assist in 
identifying fields of search and in making as full and complete a search as 
possible. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement is not an 
admission that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1 .56(b). 

[X] This information disclosure statement is being filed within 

three (3) months of the filing date of this application. 
[ ] This information disclosure statement is being filed within 

three (3) months of the date of entry of the national stage as 
set forth in 

37 C.F.R. §1 .491 in an international application. 
[X] To the best of Applicant(s) knowledge, this information 

disclosure statement is being filed before the date of mailing 
of a first Office Action on the merits in connection with this 
case. 

[ ] Enclosed herewith is a certificate under 37 C.F.R. 
§1. 97(e)(1). 

[ ] Enclosed herewith is a petition under 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(d)(ii). 




# 



[ ] Enclosed by check is the petition fee of $130.00. (37 



[ ] Please charge the $130.00 petition fee to Deposit 



[ ] Enclosed by check is the $1 80.00 fee required by 37 C.F.R. 
§1.17(p). 

[ ] Please charge the $1 80.00 fee required by 37 C.F.R. 
§1 .17(p) to Deposit Account No. 21-0550 . 

[X] Please charge any deficiency as well as any other fee(s) 
which may become due under 37 C.F.R. §1.16 and/or 1.17 
at any time during the pendency of this application, or credit 
any overpayment of such fee(s) to Deposit Account 21- 
0550 . Also, in the event any extensions of time for 
responding are required for the pending application(s), 
please treat this paper as a petition to extend the time as 
required and charge Deposit Account No. 21-0550 therefor. 
TWO (2) COPIES OF THIS SHEET ARE ENCLOSED. 



C.F.R. §1.17(i)(1)) 



Account No. 21-0550. 



The claims of the application as now presented are believed to 



patentably distinguish over the prior art and to be in condition for allowance. 
Early and favorable consideration of the case is respectfully requested. 



Carter, DeLuca, Farrell & Schmidt, LLP 
445 Broad Hollow Road 
Suite 225 

Melville, New York 11747 
Tel.: (631)501-5700 
Fax: (631)501-3526 
FS:td 




Respectfully submitted, 



Reg. No. 47,918 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 



-4- 



Sheet J_ of _2 



Form PTO-1449 U.S. D^^TM 


ENT OF COMMERCE 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 


SERIAL NO. 


paten^PTd tradema 




2787 (203-3103 PCT US)^^ 


10/510,165 






*> 


APPLICANTS 




INFORMATION DISCLOSU 


Jo 


Frank J. Viola 




STATEMENT BY APPLICA1 


I ^ 




1 FILING DATE 


GROUP ART UNIT 


j (Use several sheets if necessai 


£ 


October 1, 2004 


Unassigned 



.TENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CI 

\^ LA O J 




FTT INin Pi ATF 

IF APPROPRIATE 






1,482,290 


1/29/1924 


Elzi 












3,631,707 


1/4/72 


Miller 












4,452,376 


6/5/84 


Klieman et al. 












4,491,133 


1/1/85 


Men ees et al 
ivivuuvo w iii- 












4,512,345 


4/23/85 


Green 












4,534,351 


8/13/85 


Rothfiiss et al. 












4,549,544 


10/29/85 


Favaron 












4,572,183 


2/25/86 


Juska 












4,576,166 


3/18/86 


Montgomery et al. 












4,598,711 


7/8/86 


Deniega 












4,611,595 


9/16/86 


Klieman et al. 












4,646,740 


3/3/87 


Peters et al. 












4,648,401 


3/10/87 


Mattson 












4,662,373 


5/5/87 


Montgomery et al. 












4,667,671 


5/26/87 


Danzig 












4,669,470 


6/2/87 


Brandfield 












4,674,504 


6/23/87 


Klieman et al. 












4,712,549 


12/15/87 


Peters et al. 












4,850,355 


7/25/89 


Brooks et al. 












4,924,864 


5/15/90 


Danzig 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 







DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 







































OTHER PRIOR ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



International Search Report from PCT/US03/ 10231 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



fForm PTO-144Q \M 



Form PTO 




ENT OF COMMERCE 
TRADEMARK OFFICE 



ON DISCLOSURE 
ENT BY APPLICANT 



(Use several sheets if necessary) 



Sheet _2_of_2 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 


SERIAL NO. 


2787 (203-3103 PCT US)^^ 


10/510,165 


APPLICANTS 




Frank J. Viola 




FILING DATE 


GROUP ART UNIT 


October 1, 2004 


Unassigned 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



FXAMINFR 
INITIAL 




NUMBER 


DATF 


M AfJTP 


PI ACQ 


CI [DpT A GO 


fit ixir: T\ A TP 

TF APPROPRIATE 






5,047,038 


9/10/91 


Pf*tPTC Pt fll 
l t.1 at. 












5,049,152 


9/17/91 


Simon Pt al 












5,104,394 


4/14/92 


Knnpnflpr 












5,104,395 


4/14/92 


Tnnrntnn pt al 
iiiuiiiiuii ci ai. 












5 112 343 


5/12/92 














5,163,945 


11/17/92 


Ortiz et al. 












5,171,247 


12/15/92 


Hughett et al. 












5,171,249 


12/15/92 


Stefanchik et al. 












5,199,566 _J 


4/6/93 


Ortiz et al. 












5,207,691 


5/4/93 


Nardella 












5,246,450 


9/21/93 


Thornton et al. 












5,282,807 


2/1/94 


Knoepfler 












5,290,299 


3/1/94 


Fain et al. 












5,330,487 


7/19/94 


Thornton et al. 












5,382,253 


1/17/95 


Hogendijk 












5,403,327 


4/4/95 


Thornton et al. 












5,409,498 


4/25/95 


Braddock et al. 












5,415,666 


5/16/95 


Gourlay et al. 












5,431,668 


7/11/95 


Burbank, HI et al. 












5,447,513 


9/5/95 


Davison et al. 












5,486,185 


1/23/96 


Freitas et al. 












5,522,823 


6/4/96 


Kuntz et al. 












5,527,320 


6/18/96 


Carruthers et al. 












5,542,949 


8/6/96 


Yoon 












5,601,573 


2/11/97 


Fogelberg et al. 












5,626,586 


5/6/97 


Pistl et al. 












5,632,751 


5/27/97 


Piraka 












5,634,932 


6/3/97 


Schmidt 












RE 35,525 


6/3/97 


Stefanchik et al. 












5,769,303 


6/23/98 


Knodel et al. 












5,769,857 


6/23/98 


Reztzov et al. 












5,779,131 


7/14/98 


Knodel et al. 












5,779,132 


7/14/98 


Knodel et al. 












5,797,922 


8/25/98 


Hessel et al. 












5,797,958 


8/25/98 


Yoon 












5,904,693 


5/18/99 


Dicesare et al. 












5,984,939 


11/16/99 


Yoon 












5,993,465 


11/30/99 


Shipp et al. 












6,013,088 


1/1 1/00 


Karavidas 












6,019,758 


2/1/00 


Slater 












6,241,740 


6/5/01 


Davis et al. 












6,277,131 


8/21/01 


Kalikow 












6,423,079 


7/23/02 


Blake, III 












2003/0001993 


1/9/03 


Corsaro 









EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



fForm PTO-1449 [6- 



